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Isa 5:1-7 Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured;  I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6 I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed;  for righteousness, but behold, an outcry! ESV

Ps 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! ESV

The seed thought and most of the quotes in this sermon come from the chapter entitled, “Divine Disappointment” from J.H. Osborne’s book, Dust from the Master’s Feet.

_______________________________________________________________________

History tends to repeat itself and this is sometimes because men often fail to learn the lessons of history and so repeat the mistakes.  But history also repeats itself because there is a God who is writing His work in the lives of every era of men and history is truly “His-story.”  History seems repetitious sometimes because God deals and works among a new generation as He did in recorded past.  Our sense of déjà vu comes from seeing the same great hand of deity working in unchanging ways as it always has.  

The Old Testament is the story of ancient Israel, the physical descendants of Abraham whom God chose to make a nation blessed of all of the nations on the earth.  They were one nation under God; the only nation on earth serving the Lord God Jehovah in truth in their era.  They were God’s special possession; a people for His own glory and upon which He would bestow great blessings to prove His love and power to the world.  Such has always been the plan and workings of God on earth, to deal primarily with one nation unlike all others.  

Our text in Isaiah was Jehovah God reminding Israel through the prophet that Israel was his idea, his nation, and his planting.  He likened the nation of Israel to a vineyard planted.  We read:

Isa 5:1-3 Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. ESV
Israel was not a nation that gained its independence by mere chance or human fortunes, but it was a vineyard planned carefully and planted by God.  As a vineyard, God spent many years clearing the land of stones and digging it, preparing it for proper irrigation.  This would not be a few vines just placed haphazardly in the ground, but was carefully thought out down to the smallest details.  Before Israel got to the Promised Land, there were nations that conquered other nations so that an ungodly and deserving of God’s wrath people would live in the land that God would give Israel.  The rain patterns and what the people who then inhabited the land built and dug was all divinely inspired although they did not know it.  Because God was going to give his precious vine Israel houses that they did not build and wells that they did not dig.  

God planted his vineyard with the choicest vines.  What leaders Moses and Joshua were!  What fighters and praisers were in the loins of Judah!  Of those people who came out of Egypt, were the seeds of David’s musical abilities and Samson’s strength.  The faithfulness of Samuel and the high calling of Isaiah, and, of course, the very Messiah and Savior of the world were contained in those vines that God would plant within his vineyard called Israel.

God would not leave His vineyard up to chance but would provide a watchtower to protect it.  He, Himself, would be the watchtower of Israel and His name would be a strong tower that they could run into and be safe.  He built a hedge or a wall around the vineyard for protection – God has always been into defining clearly a difference between His people and those around them outside of His blessings – and the hedge was found in the laws and ordinances of the written Word of God given to the nation through Moses and the prophets. 

Looking eagerly ahead to the first harvest, God prepared a vat and a winepress.  This was not just any old makeshift press but was hewn out of stone and as the grapes were crushed to give their juice, the juice would run into stone vats that would cool the juice and keep it from spoiling.  This represented that God had conflicts, giants, and issues planned that would come at the right time to cause Israel to be “squeezed” so that the good fruit of righteousness could be extracted for all to see.  Before Israel ever left Israel, God had moved upon the hearts of giants to move into to certain hills of the land that He would give Israel and this was for Israel’s benefit – it would be in the face of giants that they would call to Him and trust in Him and learn of His great power and faithfulness to those who appeal to Him.  The sweet fruit of learning of the Lord and of faith and of Godly confidence would come from this time of squeezing.  At least, that was how it was supposed to have worked out.  

What a work God Almighty did in planting and forming the nation of Israel!  It was a masterful vineyard, a wonderful vineyard, and a vineyard to enjoy for years to come.  But then the divine vision in the time of Isaiah turns to one of divine disappointment.  When God looked at the tender grapes that were budding forth, He was dismayed to find that what was being produced was wild grapes – sour, poisonous, good-for-nothing, unprofitable to Him in every way.  In dismay, God Almighty cried out through the prophet:

Isa 5:3-4 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? ESV    

What else could God have done for Israel?  What had He done wrong, that wild grapes would be produced instead of a bountiful good crop?  What more could God have done?  What power or thing was lacking in their planting?  What was withheld from them that they might not produce something pleasing to Him?  The answer is nothing – there was nothing else that God could have done.  He had done everything perfectly, but the wild grapes had come up because of what was lurking in the soil.  Within His carefully planted vineyard was dirt that had seeds of wildness and sourness within it and those seeds grew up alongside the good vines and choked the good vines until the wild grapes dominated the crop.  

In indignation, God told them what He would do in response.  

Isa 5:5-7 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6 I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an outcry! ESV

Because of their wild grapes, God would remove all of the benefits that He had freely given and prepared for Israel.  The wall of protection found in the Word of God and the separation from the world would utterly be removed.  The Name that had been such a strong tower of protection would be taken away and become unknown.  The work of God in the vineyard to prune and to hoe and to remove thorns and briers would cease and all things would grow up with the grape vines.  The vines would be trampled in persecution and destroyed.  The clouds that had before rained with the blessings of His Spirit would now be dry and forbidding.  All of this because when God looked for justice in His choice nation, He found bloodshed and when He searched for righteousness, instead He found a rebellious outcry against truth.  Truly there is a great blessing to being one nation under God Almighty, but there is also a great responsibility!  To be one nation under God means that you submit to the ideals of God Almighty and with that comes a duty to produce good fruit!

_______________________________________________________________________

Today we celebrate the independence of the great United States of America.  This is the anniversary of the day that we became a nation, now two hundred and thirty-four years ago.  The similarities to Israel in the Old Testament are striking.  We are the only nation currently on earth to really claim to be “one nation under God” and mean the God of the Bible, of the Old and New Testaments.  

When God spoke to Abraham about his future descendants, He told him:

Gen 22:17-18 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice." ESV

Abraham’s offspring were to be twofold:  first an earthly offspring as sands of the sea.  This was Israel, the literal offspring on earth from Abraham’s loins.  But there was also to be a heavenly offspring, as stars of heaven.  Paul tells us in Romans that the children of faith of the New Testament, Spirit-filled church are children of Abraham.  The ultimate fulfillment of the promises given to Abraham is found in the Spirit-filled, truth-believing Christians as in the church.

When America was born, it was primarily for religious freedom that the pilgrims and founders came to these shores.  The United States of America was a product of the reformation, that time born in the loins of Tyndale and Luther when people begin to read the Bible again and cried to get back to living Biblical truths over religious traditions made of men and popes.  When the Church of England began to enforce its traditions with political pressure, the Spirit-filled believers of the time fled.  They came to a new country with the hopes of being able to worship God freely and as they saw commanded in the Bible.  And because it was a people coming out of religious slavery and sacrificing in order to seek God and found a country on Biblical and Godly ideals, God blessed this country.  Like Israel of old, our independence did not just happen by accident or by the affairs of men, but there was the hand of God and providence in what happened here.  There were carefully orchestrated conflicts and happenings that thrust key men into positions.  God carefully placed men such as William Penn and then George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin at the right time and in the right place.  He caused France to rise up in support and to fight England at just the crucial moment.  No human being could have orchestrated the events of the Independence of our Country; it was the hand of God just as sure as it was the hand of God that destroyed the armies of Egypt millennia ago.    

We must never forget that those that founded this country did so under a definite feeling of God’s assistance and God’s intervention.  It may be unpopular or offensive to some to state this, but our country was founded as a Christian nation.  It was Godly men and women seeking religious freedom of worship that established this nation and caused God to make it His planting.  Laws and ordinances were drafted with certain inherent principles and papers were drafted to build up a hedge around this nation to ensure that religious freedom and expression would always be available.  From early writings of this country’s foundation such as the Mayflower Compact (1620), the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut (1638), The Declaration of Independence (1776), and the U.S. Constitution (1787) we find over and over again the declaration of certain truths.  Our country was founded upon such things as:

· There is such a thing as Truth, and Truth can be known by man.

· Men are “created” and their rights come from God, their Creator.

· Governments exist primarily to protect these God-given rights.

In the 1700s, men such as George Washington, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Patrick Henry, and Benjamin Franklin made profound statements like the following:

· “The rights of the colonists as Christians may be best understood by reading and carefully studying the institutes of the great Law Giver which are to be found clearly written and promulgated in the New Testament.”

· “The propitious smiles of heaven cannot be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and right, which heaven itself has ordained.”

· “The first and almost the only Book deserving of universal attention is the Bible.”

In 1892, the U.S. Supreme Court, after citing eighty-seven precedents, decided that, “our laws and our institutions must necessarily be based upon and embody the teachings of the Redeemer of Mankind.”  It is impossible that it should be otherwise:  and in this sense and to this extent our civilization and our institutions are emphatically Christian.”  

A joint congressional resolution of October 4, 1983, states, “The Word of God has made a unique contribution in shaping the United States as a distinctive and blessed nation of people.  Whereas Biblical teachings inspired concepts of civil government that are contained in our Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States . . . Whereas that renewing our knowledge of, and faith in God through Holy Scriptures can strengthen us as a nation and a people.  Now therefore be it resolved . . . that the President is authorized and requested to designate 1983 as a national ‘Year of the Bible’ in recognition of both the formative influence the Bible has been for our nation, and our national need to study and apply the teachings of the Holy Scriptures.”

Not all of the people at the founding of our country were Christians, but it is a fact that America was founded as a Christian nation and based upon Judeo-Christian principles.  And this is the secret that has made the United States of America the great nation that it has become in this present world.  Buddhism and Confucianism made China what it is, Shintoism made Japan what it is; Hinduism made India what it is; Islam made the Middle East and North Africa what they are; Communism made thirty nations what they became; and Reformation Christianity made America what it is.  

We are not great because of the inherent goodness of those born on our soil.  We are not great because Americans are somehow superior in themselves over other people – although sometimes Americans in modern times might think that.  We are not a great country because just circumstances and economic factors made us so.  We are great because God took us as His unique planting in this day and time and God has blessed us.  We are creative because God has given us that ability.  We are resourceful because God has given us the resources to be so.  We are blessed because the hand of God has blessed this country from the beginning because of the ideals and the principles upon which it is founded.  Perhaps this is summed up most directly by the phrases quoted by school children every morning of the school year:

“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which it stands:  one nation, under God, indivisible with liberty and justice for all.”

We truly were founded as “one nation under God.”  It’s in our pledge; it’s on our currencies, even if in many people’s minds it is no longer on their hearts.  This is a Christian and Godly country at the beginning and we have become the one nation under the God of scriptures in this day and age.  As such, the hand of God has been on us!  

God has planted a vineyard in America just as He did with Israel back then.  Oh, I know that we will not literally replace the Jews as God’s chosen people, but because we were founded upon Christians and Christian principles, we have become also a unique planting of God’s hand.  God prepared this land for us for the right time and worked out the situations for us to inhabit it.  He gave a revelation of His Name, the Name of Jesus, as a strong tower into which we could run and to which we could appeal.  He gave us a government with amendments to protect as a hedge to protect our religious rights and placed us between two oceans to protect our shores.  He even has ordained the winepress of ordeals that would cause to rise in influence and prominence in the world.  Hitler was no accident, but provided a catalyst for the United States of America to rise up to her full height in worldwide affairs.  Do you know what great revivals and how many people have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit due to America’s influence mingling with other countries?  Our occupation and mingling with the Filipino people during the great wars caused Christianity and particularly Spirit-filled Pentecostals to abound in the Philippines.  From our humanitarian involvement in Africa sprang the revivals and Spirit baptisms of millions in Ethiopia and throughout that continent.  The Christian churches of the United States of America now send out more missionaries to other countries than any other country in the world.  There have been some dumb and horrible things done in the name of Christianity but there has been much more good come from Christianity than bad!  The biggest crisis relief programs such as the Salvation Army and the Red Cross are Christian-based organizations.  And God ordained times of pressing to help America rise to prominence because of her origins.  His gifts and callings are without repentance and His promises are sure.  When children of the faith of Abraham came to found a country, the God of Abraham showed up and showed out!  

Unfortunately, what happened with Israel is also happening to America.  Even after all that God has done for America, His work and planting and protection and blessing has not produced a nation of Godly righteousness today.  And in recent years, we have gotten further and further away from the Christian-centered ideals upon which our country was founded.  In 1962 there was barely a murmur of protest when our liberal Supreme Court abolished prayer in public schools and then the next year abolished Bible reading in the schools.  The effects of such simple measures have been staggering.  After 1962 we saw a startlingly great rise in teenage pregnancies (up 556 percent) and venereal disease (up 226 percent).  Family divorce, which had declined for fifteen year prior to 1962, has tripled every year since in overall numbers.  S.A.T. scores, previously stable, have declined remarkably.  When the basic principles of a nation under God that had served as a hedge of protection are undermined, the blessings begin to recede!  

President Obama, the 44th President of the United States, said during a speech in 2007:

“Whatever we once were, we’re no longer a Christian nation.  At least not just [a Christian nation].  We are also a Jewish nation, a Muslim nation, and a Buddhist nation, and a Hindu nation, and a nation of nonbelievers.”  

Whatever your feelings about President Obama’s policies are, you must admit that unfortunately he is right.  The Christian ideals upon which we have been founded have fallen into tatters.  Later on, defending and trying to explain his remarks to CBN’s senior national correspondent, David Brody, President Obama said:

“We should acknowledge this and realize . . . we’ve got to work to translate our reasoning into values that are accessible to every one of our citizens, not just members of our own faith community.”  

What began and became as one nation under the God of the Bible, has become a watered-down eclectic religious-less state.  And the result is moral decay and the erosion of God’s blessings on our country.  We are currently experiencing the blessings of Godly mercy, in that God does not immediately remove His hand of blessing just because of sin, but will extend mercy and blessing for years in response to the years of righteousness and truth that our country was founded upon.  We are experiencing residual blessings – mercy from God that are based upon who we once were and not necessarily who we are today – and yet if thing do not change, the mercy will run out and God will act against the wild grapes.  It was Thomas Jefferson who said in his work, “Notes on the State of Virginia” (1781):

“God who gave us life gave us liberty.  And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their own firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are of the Gift of God?  That they are not to be violated but with His wrath?  Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just, that His justice cannot sleep forever.”  

If that were the observations of someone who was watching the culture of America just five years after its creation, how much more is it true when we look at modern culture of what we have become?  Unfortunately when God has looked for good grapes in America, He finds more wild grapes than good.  When He looked for justice, He has found bloodshed, both in the form of common murder and the legalized version called abortion.  When He called for righteousness, instead He has received the shout of rebellion to His ideals in our society.  Hollywood gets colder and colder and our society grow more and more agnostic.  If the slide doesn’t stop, the result will be judgment.  It is the product of the seeds of sin in the formed soil of this country, which is our human flesh.  It is the product of those who have not truly been born again and of many of those who are, just giving into the status quo of an ungodly and agonistic society.  

We see the signs of the remainder of the 5th chapter of Isaiah alive and well today.  The verses immediately after our text say:

Isa 5:8-9 Woe to those who join house to house, who add field to field, until there is no more room, and you are made to dwell alone in the midst of the land. 9 The LORD of hosts has sworn in my hearing: "Surely many houses shall be desolate, large and beautiful houses, without inhabitant. ESV

A byproduct of Israel’s wild grapes of sin and turning from God was the increased affections on economics such as bigger houses and the acquiring of land and monetarily and possessions and things.  And yet, because their focus was on the blessings more than on the Giver of the Blessings, God said eventually the economics would fall through and the housing markets would fall apart.  In modern terms, we would call this economic depressions and downturns of the stock markets.

Isa 5:11-12 Woe to those who rise early in the morning, that they may run after strong drink, who tarry late into the evening as wine inflames them! 12 They have lyre and harp, tambourine and flute and wine at their feasts, but they do not regard the deeds of the LORD, or see the work of his hands. ESV  

Here two more byproducts of Israel’s godlessness were declared:  their being deceived and clinging to and promoting and championing and turning to alcoholic drink was one.  The second was the common use of the musical instruments to be used in a way that did not regard the deeds of the Lord or praise Him for the works of their hands.  

We see both signs so prevalent in America today:  how many people convince themselves that there is nothing wrong with alcoholic drink and turn to and champion it and how much of our society is devoted to promoting and advertising such things!  And how many Americans champion music – music that uses the instruments and the systems that God created to praise Him but that instead champion lifestyles that do not regard the deeds of the Lord and that do not in any way praise Him.  Ungodly music with ungodly lyrics and ungodly drink and pleasures are killing our generation and our country spiritually.

Isa 5:13 Therefore my people go into exile for lack of knowledge;  their honored men go hungry,  and their multitude is parched with thirst. ESV 

There has never been a generation of Americans that know the Bible the least as this present generation.  And their lack of knowledge has led to an increase of choosing leadership that is far from Godly ideals.  Truly we are a nation that needs to hear:

Isa 5:20-23 Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight! 22 Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine, and valiant men in mixing strong drink, 23 who acquit the guilty for a bribe, and deprive the innocent of his right! ESV

Once a proud nation – one nation under God – we have just become one nation in which the wild grapes now flourish as in Israel of yesteryear.

_____________________________________________________________________

Is there hope?  There is always hope if you act before it is too late!  Final judgment has not come yet.  The hope of America today is found in the hope that was given to Israel of old; many of you already know it:

2 Chron 7:14 if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. ESV

If the people of this nation who are called by His name would humble themselves and pray and seek His face and turn from their wicked ways, then we would turn the hand of divine judgment of God from this country and cause her to be blessed again!  It is not what the heathen who are now citizens of our land are doing, but what we who are of the Name are doing!  We know the Name!  We are people of the Name!  The future of our nation rests upon our actions and our shoulders.  

If we fulfill the scriptures of the 5th chapter of Isaiah and continue down the path that Israel’s holy people did back then, then this country will be destroyed just as ancient Israel was destroyed.  Make sure you are not personally living in a residual mercy where you are reaping the blessings of God today for commitments and holiness that you lived years ago.  Make sure that you are not just floating on yesterday’s mercies and using that to justify today’s sins.  If we become arrogant and proud and we will not pray and we spurn the altar and we do not seek God’s face in worship and adoration and for direction, our country is doomed.  

If the people of His Name give themselves to alcoholic drink and to music that glorifies ungodly things and that does not glorify God, we are doomed as a nation.  If we become so materialistic that houses and land and things become more important than the house of God, the kingdom of God, and the mission of God’s church then our nation is doomed.  If “in God we trust” is on our money but our money’s not on “in God we trust,” judgment will come.  If we as the people of the Name are excited for worldly amusements and not excited about being in the house of God and lifting up His name, then we are sunk.  If we are more excited over secular concerts than we get over music that lifts Him up, then we are lost as a country.  If we do not humble ourselves, pray, and turn from wicked ways and seek His face, there is no hope for our country.  

But if we will humble ourselves and swallow our pride; if we will pray to heaven and not appeal to our own strengths; if we will turn from sin and not try to justify it in our lives; If we will seek His face with all of our hearts and worship Him in Spirit and in truth; if we will cry out to heaven, then there is hope for our country.  America has a prophesied role in the end time – somebody save her!  The onus is not on “them;” it’s on us.  We are the people of The Name!  We can, through choosing to live holy and right, turn the tide and cause the blessings of God to be poured out on our nation again.  Truly it is so that:

Ps 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! ESV

God has chosen in recent times to bless America.  Let us act and turn to God so that we will continue to be blessed as one nation under God!  As the song says well:

"While the storm clouds gather far across the sea, 
Let us swear allegiance to a land that's free, 
Let us all be grateful for a land so fair, 
As we raise our voices in a solemn prayer.  

God Bless America, 
Land that I love. 
Stand beside her, and guide her 
Thru the night with a light from above. 
From the mountains, to the prairies, 
To the oceans, white with foam 
God bless America, My home sweet home.”

-- Irving Berlin

Ultimately, it will not be just what we sing that makes it so, but in how we choose to act and how we choose to live.  Let’s let this Independence Day to be a day where we declare our dependence!  Let’s return to seeking God and ensure America remains one nation under God!

